
Gender-Based Analysis 
and Op-Ed Writing 

The Example of Sexual Minority Reproductive Health  



What is gender?  
What is sexual orientation? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Gender goes beyond the male-female dichotomy.  What we often think of as gender is “biological sex.”  Someone can identify as a man or a woman (or neither), express their gender as masculine or feminine (or neither), and have varying sexual and romantic attractions.  All of these characteristics are on a continuum and are different for each individual.



Background reading: Charlton et al, 2013  

● Sexual minority females are at increased risk 
of pregnancy compared with their non sexual 
minority counterparts 

● Implications that could be translated into 
policy or practice? 

Charlton et al. Sexual orientation differences in teen pregnancy and hormonal contraceptive use: An 
examination across two generations.  Am J Obstet Gynecol 2013 Sep; 209(3): 204.e1-8.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask the students to reflect on their reading and come up with several brief examples (action points) of ways this article could inform policy.



Op-ed Elements 
● Knowing your audience 

o To whom would you want to direct your op-ed? 
● Personal narrative 

o How could you bring a personal experience or story 
into the narrative? 

● Timeliness 
o What are some current events or debates that you 

could use as a hook? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask students how these elements were used in the sample op-eds assigned as reading for class. What are some potential audiences of an op-ed based on Charlton’s article (i.e., policymakers, schools, doctors)? What are some timely current events or issues in the news that might be tied to this research article?



Op-ed Elements 
● Clear, concise argument 

o What is the one point you want to make? 
● Action recommendation 

o What do you want your audience to actually do? 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask students what argument they might want to make based on Charlton’s article. What action could you recommend to your audience?



Op-Ed Writing Style 
● Avoid scientific jargon 
● For example: 

o “[Sexual minorities] may engage in strategies to avoid or cope with 
stigma about their sexual orientation including sexual intercourse 
with the opposite sex and subsequent pregnancy involvement” 
(Charlton) 

o “Women who do not identify as heterosexuals might actually have sex 
with men as a way to avoid or cope with the social stigma surrounding 
their sexual orientation.” (op-ed version) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discuss the importance of reducing jargon and translating complex terminology so the lay public can understand. 



Homework Assignment  
Write your own op-ed on a topic of their 
choosing, taking into account the elements of a 
successful op-ed that were delineated in class. 
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